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around $31 mSOOnoirD — Itlhie Red< 
ment Agency expects to chan< 
matiicalOy ‘the character and 
image of one of the city’s most h 
areas.’”— San Francisco Chr 
January 18, 1966. 


“Dee hockey and basketball fans 
find their kicks convenientDy c 
1972 or soon thereafter. Yerba 
Center’s new sports arena wiB 
near the Powell Street BART 
you’flfl be abQe to reach it thro 
underground passage. Drivers 
their vehicDes in the adjacent 2i 
garages. 

“Iff you’re a shopkeeper, resta 
or taxi operator— or any of the <o 
tions that prosper from tourfisnr 
for a spurt in business from 1 
as the town’s 7000 new hotel 
bring in bigger conventions 
Yerba Buena Center’s com 
complex gets into operation.”- 
Adams, California Living, May 1 


“The San Francisco Redevel< 
Agency today took the wraps 
bold and dramatic design too 
forming three skid row blocks ii 
of the most dynamic urban ceo 
America. 

“Besides unveiling a scale m 
what is to become the core of 
block Yerba Buena Center S< 
(Market, the agency invited dev 
to come forward with propos 
building it— the faster the bett< 
“That job requires the constru< 
a few years of a 14,000-seat 
arena, 350,000 square-feet con 
hall, 800 room hotel, half a doze 
towers, 2200 seat theater, airflii 
minal, cultural center, shops, 
rants, garages for 4000 cars, 
trian malls and landscaped pla 

“All this will go up (and und 
three huge blocks bounded b) 
Fourth, Market and Folsom Strs 

“As designed by a team hea 
famed Japanese architect 
Tange, the three block deveh 
will be all the way a three-Deve 
— Donald Canter, San Franciscc 
iner, June 5, 1969. 


1. Sports Arena, model. 

2. Hotel (background), overhead 
garages and great ramp towers. 

3. The South of Market scene today. 


Yerba Buena Center 


1. Three-block convention, 
business and sports center 
to be. 


“The status quo in the Yerba Buena 
Center area lying between Market and 
Harrison and between Second and 
Fifth streets, is nothing that stirs one’s 
interest to preserve. Here among 3800 
inhabitants are found the prevalent 
diseases of blighted and slum areas— 
alcoholism, tuberculosis, venereal dis- 
ease. Here also are found the highest 
hazards from hotel fires that the city 
has to cope with (averaging nearly 50 
a year). Here jobs and productive activ- 
ity are declining and the burdens off the 
social weBfare agencies are increasing. 
By going ahead with its plans for trans- 
formation— to which the Federal Gov- 
ernment is committed to contribute 
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around $31 million— the Redevelop- 
ment Agency expects to change dra- 
matically ‘the character and public 
image off one off the city’s most blighted 
areas. 5 ”— San Francisco Chronicle , 
January 18, 1966. 


“Ice hockey and basketball ffans should 
find their kicks conveniently close by 
1972 or soon thereafter. Yerba Buena 
Center’s new sports arena will be so 
near the Powell Street BART station 
you’ll be able to reach it through an 
underground passage. Drivers will put 
their vehicles in the adjacent 2000-car 
garages. 

“Iff you’re a shopkeeper, restaurateur 
or taxi operator— or any off the occupa- 
tions that prosper from tourism — look 
for a spurt in business from 1972 on 
as the town’s 7000 new hotel rooms 
bring in bigger conventions and as 
Yerba Buena Center’s convention 
complex gets into operation.”— Gerald 
Adams, California Living , May 11, 1969. 


“The San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency today took the wraps off its 
bold and dramatic design for trans- 
forming three skid row blocks into one 
off the most dynamic urban centers off 
America. 

“Besides unveiling a scale model off 
what is to become the core off the six- 
block Yerba Buena Center South off 
Market, the agency invited developers 
to come forward with proposals for 
building it— the faster the better... 
“That job requires the construction in 
a few years off a 14,000-seat sports 
arena, 350,000 square-ffeet convention 
hall, 800 room hotteD, half a dozen office 
towers, 2200 seat theater, airlines ter- 
minal, cultural center, shops, restau- 
rants, garages for 4000 cars, pedes- 
trian malls and landscaped plazas. 

“All this will go up (and under) the 
(three huge blocks bounded by Third, 
Fourth, Market and Folsom Streets. 
“As designed by a team headed by 
famed Japanese architect Kenzo 
Tange, the three block development 
will be all the way a three-Bevel affair.” 
— Donald Canter, San Francisco Exam- 
iner, June 5, 1969. 


1. Sports Arena, model. 

2. Hotel (background), overhead 
garages and great ramp towers. 

3. The South of Market scene today. 
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